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While disciplinary analysis no doubt sheds light on the study of other cultures, the study of
other cultures will also raise questions about the boundaries and causal claims of the
disciplines of themselves.

Benjamin I. Schwartz (1996: 2)

We have not choice, in short, but to place China in a larger theoretical context. Even as
those analysts who condemn theorizing proudly claim they can “tell it as it is,” so do they
implicitly engage in the essential theoretical tasks of tracing causation and assessing how
diverse factors contribute to the events and trends of interest. Their long years as
specialists may give them a “feel” for China, but it hardly frees them from the intellectual
processes whereby propositions are asserted, behaviour are institutions examined, patterns
identified, inferences drawn, and conclusions advanced. Indeed, the very experience that
accords them status as respectable “old China hands” may even be counter-productive in
the sense that it can build confidence in their lon-acquired wisdom and thereby reinforce
their conviction that theorizing is a time-wasting, irrelevant enterprise.
James N. Rosenau (1994: 525)
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