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The thesis is that our identity is partially shaped by recognition or its absence, often by the
misrecognition of others, and so a person or a group of peoples can suffer real damage, real
distortion, if the people or society around them mirror back to them a confining or demeaning or
contemptible picture of themselves. Nonrecognition or misrecognition can inflict harm, can be a
form of oppression, imprisoning someone in a false, distorted, and reduced mode of being.

Charles Taylor (1994: 25)

Indigenous peoples have the right to determine their own identity or membership in accordance with
their customs and traditions.
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